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International Geographical Union - Union Géographique Internationale 

Commission on the Geography of the Information Society            


Shifting into Global Leadership in Telecommunications and information: 

The Pacific and Asia 

Call for papers for the annual meeting of the IGU Commission on the Geography of the Information Society

Sydney Australia, 26-30 June 2006
The innovation and adoption of telecommunications technologies and the emergence of information society have been two interconnected trends which have involved a growing centrality of the Pacific and Asia as leading global regions.  Two most recent examples for this leadership are the rapid spread of broadband Internet communications, and the rapid adoption of third-generation mobile communications technologies and devices.  These trends have followed, or have been integrated, with a rapid diffusion of the Internet and mobile telephony.  Japan, Korea, and a number of other Asian countries are expanding rapidly in these areas.

The meeting will attempt, first, to focus on the patterns of innovation, adoption and use of these technologies.  Furthermore, we will attempt to understand how are Asian-Pacific countries shifting into the information and knowledge-based economies? We will try to portray similarities and differences with respect to these trends among different countries.

Of special importance in this regard is the rapidly growing role of China in the global and Asian-Pacific communications environments. China's role is currently being considered throughout Asia and should be highlighted within both the domestic, regional, and global settings.
As usual in our meetings the central focus described above on Asia and the Pacific is not meant to limit potential participants and papers on other aspects and dimensions of the geographies of the information society and telecommunications are welcome.
Abstracts should not exceed 100 words, and should be sent electronically to both Aharon Kellerman akeller@univ.haifa.ac.il and Mark Wilson wilsonmm@msu.edu.  The deadline for submissions is 30 April 2006.
Venue: The meeting will take place in The Novotel Sydney on Darling Harbour Hotel.  The hotel website:  http://www.novoteldarlingharbour.com.au. You may make your reservations for accommodation either in this hotel or in any of the numerous hotels in the Darling Harbour area in Sydney.
Program: On Monday evening an informal cocktail meeting will take place at the "Liquid" bar located next to the reception area in the hotel.  
Tuesday-Thursday will be devoted to presentations and discussions, as well as to two afternoon trips.  The first trip will lead us to the Australian Broadcasting Corporation to discuss implications of new media initiatives on broadcasting, whereas the second one will be a bus tour of Sydney.  
On Friday morning we will visit the NSW State and Regional Development Department, learning on Sydney as an Information Technology City in the Asia-Pacific region.  The presentation and discussion will take place in a room with a sensational view over Sydney Harbour.  This visit will be followed by a walking tour of The Rocks historical district, led by Dr. Graeme Aplin, an expert in historical geography and heritage.  
The annual commission dinner will take place on one of the nights Tuesday-Thursday in a local restaurant.
Registration fees:  Registration fees until 30 April are AUD250 or USD200.  Late registration fees are AUD280 or USD220.  Registration fees for graduate students are AUD175/USD140.  These fees include lunches, coffees and teas on Tuesday-Thursday, as well as transportation for conference excursions Tuesday-Friday.  
Australian participants kindly send cheques in Australian Dollars made payable to International Geographical Union Conference Account to Prof. John Langdale, Department of Human Geography, Macquarie University, Sydney NSW 2109.  Please attach the registration form to be downloaded from our website at http://www.ssc.msu.edu/~igu/.
Participants from all other countries may register and pay by credit cards using a form available for downloading from our website at http://www.ssc.msu.edu/~igu/.  Please follow the instructions provided in the website as for the sending of the registration form.
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