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Memorandum of Understanding

Between

The International Geographical Union, hereinafter “IGU”, headquartered at the organization or institution to which the General Secretary – Treasurer is attached, represented by its President, Mr. Adalberto Vallega,

And

the Festival International de Géographie, hereinafter “FIG” and supported by the Association de Développement du Festival International de Géographie (ADFIG), headquartered at Saint-Dié-des-Vosges (France). The Festival is represented by its Founding President, Mr. Christian Pierret, who will inform ADFIG of the directions taken in this memorandum so that ADFIG can broadly support them.

Preamble: The basics of cooperation between IGU and FIG

IGU and the FIG 

Recognize that their activities share a common purpose: 

· Article I.B of IGU’s statutes indicates that IGU’s aim is “to promote the study of geographical problems; …to provide for the participation of geographers in the work of relevant international organizations; to facilitate the collection and diffusion of geographical data and documentation in and between all member countries; to participate in any other appropriate form of international co-operation with the object of advancing the study and application of geography.”

· The purpose of the FIG is to promote the dissemination of geographical facts about the world and its regions, to disseminate geographical knowledge to the widest possible audience, to encourage public authorities throughout the world to acknowledge geography’s importance in education, to promote geography as a social science that is essential to the actions of modern man, directed towards the knowledge of the other, equality of people, of men and of women, to promote human dignity and the right to sustainable development for all. It also promotes geography through a yearly festive event, as well as through meetings and publications related to the topic of activities of each Festival.

… develop activities aimed at education and geographical training:

· IGU has adopted the Charter of Geographical Education, implemented a Permanent Committee for Geographical Education, promoted the Olympiads for Young Geographers, designed and disseminated educational instruments, including the Geographical Perspectives on Sustainable Development guide for teachers especially involved in international cooperation in this area. Thanks to these activities education has become one of the Union’s key sectors;

· From its inception in 1990, the FIG has always adopted a dynamic approach toward geographical education. This has been developed with gradually increasing intensity throughout each of the fifteen editions of the Festival. The FIG had provided a permanent educational structure for information, discussions as well as intellectual and cultural interaction among all geographers. These features are unmatched in the arena of geographical education and dissemination, so much so that the Festival has been officially recognized by the French Ministry of Education as a training opportunity for high-school teachers. The European Union and the French government further recognized the value of the event and have lent their support to the FIG, its educational method and cultural project.

… are stepping up moves to bring the science of geography closer to all people:

· The FIG has successfully tried out some innovative approaches, which have proven useful to diffuse geography to the widest possible audience and to provide local communities with instruments that help them understand the various parameters geography analyses as part of the sustainable development of their activities and territories.

· As its activities were increasingly responding to the objectives and trends of the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development and as it was extending its participation in international research projects devoted to sustainable development, the IGU gradually extended its relations with the general public as a key instrument in optimising its role in society;

… and aim to generate a geographical approach that complies with the universal values of peace, human development and solidarity by:

· disseminating useful geographical knowledge in order to understand local situations at various levels, where economic, social and environmental issues arise and eventually get resolved;

· highlighting the part played in the life of local communities by the identity of a given locale and the values connected to it;

· the part played geographical conditions likely to foster cooperation between the people and communication between cultures.

Experience gained

Since the creation of the Festival, and with a presence ensured by several of its most distinguished members, the IGU has been working more closely with the FIG since 2001. The IGU’s Executive Committee meeting has even been hosted by the Festival’s twelfth edition. Since then, their collaboration has grown and proved efficient, and the latest Festival, the 15th (2004) once again served as the setting for IGU’s Executive Committee meeting (elected in Glasgow, August 2004) for several days.

Common goals

Based on their mutual interests and the productive relationships already brought to fruition, IGU and the FIG firmly believe that working together more closely and as a matter of routine is likely to benefit geography at international level.

They jointly strive to:

1.
promote a new image of geography throughout the world to enhance the part it plays as a dynamic social science aimed at understanding the complexity of issues faced by human communities on their territories;

2.
disseminate geographical knowledge that is accessible to the general public with the help of today’s media such as new information and communication technologies;

3.
cooperate with the structures dealing with education and geographical training at various levels (international, national regional and local);

4. promote the creation and dissemination of cartography as well as computerized geographical systems, not only in schools and universities, but also towards larger, non-specialized audiences. In particular, they wish to make geographical technologies available to communities and businesses;

5. develop all forms of geography applied to economics, urban planning, health and social issues.




Instruments and content of cooperation

In order to pursue their common goals, IGU and the FIG suggest designing and developing a set of instruments for cooperation.

For the IGU:

· IGU shall lend its official and continuous moral patronage to the FIG, which is entitled to emphasize this in all actions it undertakes and in all its documents;

· The FIG shall benefit from IGU’s scientific assistance, in particular with regard to the scientific presentation of countries and regions throughout the world;

· IGU shall make every effort to encourage geographers throughout the world to take part in the FIG as well as the initiatives both organizations might decide to take jointly, and which shall be notified on a regular basis in the periodical Newsletter and on the Union’s web site; 

· The FIG shall be regarded as a preferential cooperation structure in scientific events organized by the Union’s Commission and Task Forces;

· The Union’s Executive Committee shall encourage the Committees involved in organizing Regional Conferences and International Geographical Congresses to welcome the FIG’s presentation and to support any international initiatives it might take.

For the FIG :

· The IGU shall be mentioned in documents issued by the FIG as an international scientific organization and “official science partner of the Festival”;

· The FIG shall provide an office space to the IGU on a permanent basis and free of charge, located in Saint-Dié-des-Vosges (following the agreement of that town’s municipal council) or in any other location FIG’s Founding President shall designate;

· The FIG shall reserve a space specially devoted to the IGU for the duration of the Festival;

· Every year the FIG shall host an IGU event, the content and form of which shall be mutually agreed upon;

· The FIG shall invite IGU speakers and participants to take part in the Festival’s various activities and other initiatives;

· The FIG shall make every effort to encourage geographers, especially younger geographers, to take part in IGU’s actions and activities, in particular through the part played by the Union’s “corresponding members”.

Development of cooperation
In order to carry out the actions referred to, IGU and the FIG shall set up a Cooperation Team consisting of three members from IGU and three members of the FIG. The Team shall be jointly chaired by IGU’s President and FIG’s Founding President. The Cooperation Team’s main tasks are to:

1. develop annual work plans focused on the FIG;

2. follow up initiatives included in the work programs.

The annual work plans shall be formulated on the basis of mutual agreement by IGU and FIG regarding the allocation of costs and responsibilities.

As their cooperation grows, and depending on both the level and efficiency of such cooperation, IGU and the FIG might in time come to set up a more structured form of cooperation, aimed at establishing a proper legal organization open to broader objectives.

Saint-Dié-des-Vosges, October 1st, 2005.
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